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Dear Sir / Madam  

 

Re: Thanet District Council Statement of Community Involvement Review 2021 

 

Thank you for consulting Kent County Council (KCC) on the Statement of Community 

Involvement (SCI) Review. 

 

As a provider of key infrastructure and services, the County Council values the opportunity to 

review and comment on the SCI Review. The County Council views this document as an 

important part in delivering genuinely constructive engagement between both authorities, 

enabling the planned delivery of high-quality growth in the Thanet District, properly 

supported by the strategic provision of necessary infrastructure. 

 

The County Council has reviewed the consultation document published and sets out its 

comments below, in order of the chapter headings within the document.  

 

3 - Who we will consult 

 

The County Council suggests that reference is made to the need for compliance with the 

Government's accessibility requirements for public sector bodies.1  

 

4 - How we will consult 

 

The County Council welcomes the commitment to the increased use of digital forms of 

communication when consulting with the public, which should improve accessibility of 

 
1 https://www.gov.uk/guidance/accessibility-requirements-for-public-sector-websites-and-apps  
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planning consultations. It is recommended that details of social media channels should be 

included.  

 

The County Council queries whether there are additional ways to support and reach out to 
people with protected characteristics and other marginalised or harder to reach communities 
– for example, through correspondence with faith, voluntary, community and social 
enterprises and other stakeholder organisations in Thanet.  
  
Table 1: Methods of consultation to consider –Leaflet distribution and publishing articles in 
the local press could be considered as two separate methods.  For exhibitions and drop-in 
sessions, venues should provide reasonable access to all, in line with the Equality Duty 
2010.  
 
7 - Neighbourhood Plans  

 

The County Council would request that it is included as a consultee for the Neighbourhood 

Planning process. 

 

9 - Planning Applications and Submissions 

 

Paragraph 9.6 – KCC recommends that Thanet’s Gateway Plus is referenced earlier within 

the SCI, as appropriate.  

 

The County Council would recommend that all weblinks included within the SCI are indicated 
using blue font and underlining to ensure they are clearly identified within texts.  
 

Appendix 1 – Consultation bodies 

 

The County Council welcomes continued engagement with the District Council on planning 
matters and that reasonable timescales continue to be provided to formulate a response 
where required.  
 
In respect of the County Council’s preferred method of consultation, KCC would request that 
contact and communication is by email (or online as appropriate) as this is the most efficient 
means of being kept informed and providing comments/feedback. 
 

 

The County Council would welcome any further engagement with the District Council as the 

SCI is progressed. If you require any further information or clarification on any matter, please 

do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
 

Stephanie Holt-Castle 

Director for Growth and Communities 


